
My name is Michael Terzich. Sorry I can’t be there in person tonight, but I still felt compelled to 

have a voice on this matter. 

Our daughter Emily is a special needs student at BHS and will be entering her ‘Super Senior” 

fifth year at the high school.  Over the past several years I have had the opportunity to engage 

with many of the parents who have children in the program. I have been impressed with the 

passion, devotion and commitment that the parent community displays. Being a parent of a 

child with special needs can be an emotionally draining, exhausting responsibility. You work 

constantly at insuring your child’s needs are addressed both educationally and socially. You 

seek small moments of peace and progress in a world that often time has ignored and 

abandoned these students.  

But the good news is that I see progress and hope on the horizon. As a corporate executive I 

have seen first-hand the social change that has been occurring for people with disabilities as 

well as, ethnic minorities and gender discrimination. As human beings it is our calling to lead by 

example and create a more inclusive and diverse society. The power of this principle is clear, 

and many organizations are adopting change at a much faster pace which has been 

heartwarming to witness.  

Unfortunately, this is where my disappointment in District 220 surfaces. I have listened to 

parents recount multiple years of frustration, whether that be associated with an IEP event, the 

living conditions of the Sturtz house or countless unproductive sessions with the school and/or 

district administration. I too have had moments with my daughters IEP as well as, other related 

matters. Barrington High School prides itself on being a nationally recognized, premier learning 

institution which was on full display at the recent graduation ceremonies. But the lack of 

leadership, accountability and initiative displayed toward the special needs program and 

community is known to only a few, often swept under the rug and hidden from full view. If 

more citizens were exposed to what has transpired over the years, my sense is much of the 

luster would fall off the shiny Barrington reputation. While there has been progress societally 

on these matters, BHS 220 feels like it is stuck in a third world approach to these issues.   

Given the community and district resources that are available, this should not be the case. You 

have a community of parents willing to proactively collaborate and provide a variety assistance 

and support in the form of financial and other expertise. Many other families also stand ready 

to help in matters that can help shift the program from its dirty little secret status to one that is 

befitting the broader school reputation.  

It starts with building leadership and accountability at both the District and Board level. We 

need someone to step-up and lead, be accountable for the outcomes not merely activity, and 

be willing to make hard changes. Who will that champion be? The time is now for all of us to 

stop talking and start doing, the world is passing us by. 

Thank you for listening. 


