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Over the past twenty-nine years, my relationship with School District 220 has been 

manifested in four qualitatively different iterations: 

First, even before any of my three children were in the District, I served as the primary 

coordinator covering the Northwest Suburbs for Harvard College Admissions, where my tasks 

involved interviewing numerous Barrington High School Seniors.  From the outset, I marveled at 

the world class preparation the students had been afforded by their Barrington upbringing. 

Second, as my oldest child Kyle matriculated through the 1990’s, I witnessed every quality 

opportunity available to accommodate his athletic prowess and the camaraderie nurtured by the 

quality events afforded by our well capitalized sports venues. 

Third, my daughter Eloise proved to be the scholar in the family, adorned with academic 

challenges – and quality AP Programs and teachers -- qualifying Eloise for a significant waiver of 

academic requirements at the University of Michigan. 

Finally, then came Matt, born in 1998 with Down Syndrome.  Based upon my three 

previous interactions with District 220, I relished the opportunities the School District would offer, 

anticipating that in coordinating with our family, we would be conferred with the same level of 

world class initiatives in making Matt the best person he could possibly be.  In contrast, we 

encountered, early on, the imposition of the regressive Stalinist Regime of the Student Services 

Department, with its ethos of “Nyet, Nyet, Nyet”.  The resistance to inclusion persisted throughout 

Matt’s High School years up to the Transition Program, to the point where we needed to initiate 

litigation just to enable Matt to be allowed to continue with two High School classes.  In contrast 

to the Administration’s stonewall, the students and faculty embraced and welcomed Matt as one 

of their own, even coronating him as Homecoming King in 2016! 

Now, again, the District is confronting the Transition Program with its latest initiative to 

suppress and hinder its special needs students, leasing the leper colony off of Grove Avenue where 

they will be ensconced, effectively cutting them off from both their student peers and the 

Barrington community.  Though stifled from the pertinent information under your cloak of 

confidentiality, we parents nonetheless timely presented to the Board the cogent arguments 

demonstrating the woeful inadequacy of this property then under consideration.  The District was 

accordingly on notice of our objections, but ignored them and proceeded anyway.  We now find 

ourselves in a meeting surrounded by this beautiful new Administrative Building, and can’t help 

but perceive the creativity, competence and standards of excellence which the District affords to 

all but our own. 

We appreciate your consideration of the matters raised by this meeting and, in doing so, 

ask you to remain mindful that our kids are also Barringtonians, born and bred, every bit as much 

as the students who win Athletic State Championships or go on to Ivy League schools.  Although 

they may not furnish the stuff that lends itself to celebratory road signs or elite academic statistics, 

they should be cherished with all the opportunities--and striving for excellence--that the Board 

affords to all of those who have been placed under its protection, with the sacred duty to create an 

environment that enables every student to be the best as he or she can possibly be. 
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